


%0

s
+
1 < S-
S— LN ] T.
+
L] . .T
Tt .
“ 5.
T
T L]
” _f
- -f
+

Watch, Play, Learn:
Global Educational Video Content

There are few educational media resources that are easily
deployable and applicable across geographies, and yet new crises
are always emerging around the world. That is why we integrated a
unique feature into Play to Learn: we set out to create materials that
could be tailored to meet the needs of children affected by the Syrian
and Rohingya refugee crises, but that were also appropriate to
support children affected by conflict globally.

With this in mind, Sesame Workshop created Watch, Play, Learn:
Early Learning Videos, a set of 140 five-minute animated segments
designed for 3- to 8-year-old children. The thematically organized
videos feature Sesame’s engaging and beloved Muppet characters
and are artfully designed to promote specific ECD outcomes in the
domains of math; science; social emotional learning; and child
protection, health, and safety.

Watch, Play, Learn was developed and tested in consultation with
a global advisory council of ECD and technical experts in Africa,
the Middle East, South Asia, and Latin America. Through global
testing, we analyzed which characters, themes, messages,

and visuals were globally appealing and relevant, allowing us to
create a library of content that children around the world can learn
from. The videos were designed to easily complement a wide range
of ECD content and can be paired with additional materials to
extend, reinforce, and contextualize key messaging.

Specifically, the Watch, Play, Learn videos can be complemented

by locally relevant content that places the videos in recognizable
contexts and uses culturally appropriate references and characters
with familiar lives, such as our brand new characters Noor and
Aziz, below.

Play to Learn and our partners are working together with
communities affected by crisis to provide children with opportunities
for play-based early childhood development, building strong
foundations from which to learn and grow.
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The partnership
is also reaching
children in their
homes through
the Pashe Achhi
program model
with educational
resources such as
storybooks and
flash cards.

Introducing

the First-Ever
Rohingya Muppets:
Noor and Aziz

At the heart of Play to Learn in Bangladesh are two new Sesame Muppets—
Noor and Aziz, 6-year-old Rohingya twins who live in a refugee camp in
Cox’s Bazar. Rooted in the rich Rohingya culture and informed by extensive
research and input from Rohingya families, Noor and Aziz will feature in
Rohingya-language educational video segments, including wraparound
content for the Watch, Play, Learn videos—enabling Rohingya children to
see themselves represented in our content and to learn from characters
who they can relate to, with storylines that reflect their daily lives.




Sesame Workshop is the non-profit organization
committed to helping kids grow smarter, stronger,
and kinder. Sesame Workshop delivers high
quality early childhood programming in more
than 150 countries.

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) helps
people whose lives and livelihoods are shattered
by conflict and disaster to survive, recover, and
regain control of their future.

BRAC works to empower people and communities
in situations of poverty, illiteracy, disease, and social
injustice, seeking positive changes that enable
individuals to meet their full potential.
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New York University, Global TIES for Children
is an infernational research center that works
toward a world where all children have equitable
access to opportunities that allow them to thrive
in an ecosystem where caregivers and teachers
have resources they need to support them.

LEGO Foundation, which is funding the Play to
Learn project, is dedicated to re-defining play
and re-imagining learning to ensure children
build the broad set of skills they need to thrive
and succeed. The Foundation works with the
LEGO Group to support governments leading
on behalf of children around the world.

Global TIES
for Children

NYU

To learn more

about Play to Learn,
contact:

Lesley Bourns

Vice President,
Humanitarian Programs,
Sesame Workshop
lesley.bourns@sesame.org
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